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16 NOVEMBER 2007 / Friday 

Venue: Cemal Reşit Rey Concert Hall, Harbiye 
 
OPENING SPEECHES 

Prof. Dr. Recep Kaymakcan 

Sakarya University – Turkey / Conference Convener 

14.00-14.30 

Mr. Ahmet Şişman 

President of Ensar Foundation - Turkey 

 

PROTOCOL SPEECHES 

Prof. Dr. Sait Yazıcıoğlu 

Minister of State - Turkey 

14.30-15.00 

Prof. Dr. Ali Bardakoğlu 

Head of The Presidency of Religious Affairs - Turkey 

 Dr. Kadir Topbaş 

Mayor of Istanbul Metropolitan Municipality - Turkey 



 

KEYNOTE SPEECH 

15.00-15.20 Assoc. Prof. Dr. Hüseyin Çelik 

Minister of National Education - Turkey 

 
COFFEE BRAKE: 15.20-15.40 
 
 
OPENNING SESSION 

Chairman: Prof. Dr. Fahri Kayadibi, Istanbul University - Turkey 

 

Models of Religious Education in the Muslim World: Current 

Developments And Debates On How To Teach Religion and Ethics  

School 

Prof. Dr. Oddbjørn Leirvik 

University of Oslo – Norway 

Teaching Religion in a Didactical Perspective 

Prof. Dr. Hans-Georg Ziebertz 

University of Wuerzburg - Germany 

How Did Turkey Come to the Solution of Compulsory Religious 

Instruction? 

Prof. Dr. Beyza Bilgin 

Ankara University (Retired  Professor) – Turkey 

15.40-17.20 

A Shift From Confessional To Pluralistic Religious Education in Turkey 

Prof. Dr. Recep Kaymakcan 

Sakarya University - Turkey 
 
 

17 NOVEMBER 2007 / Saturday 

Venue: Ensar Foundation Center for Values Education (Conference hall) 
 Süleymaniye Cd. No: 11 Eminönü - Istanbul 

 
SESSION I: 09.00-10.40 

Religious Education in the Middle East 

Chairman: Prof. Dr. M. Akif Aydın, ISAM – Turkey 

Jordan Islamic Education in Jordan: Its Curriculum, Textbooks and Methods of 

Teaching 

Prof. Dr. Naseer Ahmad AlKhawaldeh 

University of Jordan - Jordan 

Kingdom of 

Saudi Arabia 

Religious Education in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia Through an 

Analytical Study of the Kingdom’s Education Policy  

Prof. Dr. Abdulrazag Zafar 

International Islamic Foundation for Education – Saudi Arabia 

Qatar Religious Education in Qatar 



Dr. Ghaith Kuwari 

Director Of Daowah Direction, Ministry of Islamic Affairs - Qatar 

Iran The Creation of a Politicized Shi'i:  Religious Education in the Islamic 

Republic of Iran 

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Golnar Mehran 

Al-Zahra University - Iran 

 
COFFEA BREAK: 10.40-11.00 
 
 
 
SESSION II: 11.00-12.40 

Religious Education in the East Asia 

Chairman: Prof. Dr. M. Şevki Aydın, Presidency of Religious Affairs – Turkey 

Indonesia Religious Education in Indonesian Schools 

Prof. Dr. Raihani 

UIN, Universitas Islam Negeri - Indonesia 

Malaysia Integrated Approach in the Malaysian Education: International Islamic 

University Malaysia as a Model 

Prof. Dr. Sidek Baba 

International Islamic University - Malaysia 

Pakistan Perils of Religionizing Public Education – The Case Study of Pakistan 

Prof. Dr. Abdul H. Nayyar 

DIL, Developments in Literacy - Pakistan 

Afghanistan Islamic Education in Afghanistan- Also for Girls? 

Dr. Amir Mohammad Mansory 

Stockholm University - Sweden 

 
LUNCH BREAK: 12.40-14.00 
 
 
SESSION III: 14.00-15.40 

Religious Education in Africa 

Chairman: Prof. Dr. Mahmut Çamdibi, Marmara University - Turkey 

Morocco Religious Education in Morocco: The Teaching of Islam in the State of 

Emir el Mouminin 

Prof. Dr. Chahbar Abdelaziz 

Abdelmalek Essaadi University - Morocco 

Algeria School Textbooks of Islamic Education in Algeria: A Study of the 

Message, Policy and Institution 

Prof. Dr. Khairallah Assar 

University of Annaba - Algeria 

Mauritanie Religious Education in Mauritanie 



Dr. Mohamed Sidiya Ould Khabaz 

Universite de Nouakchott - Mauritanie 

Senegal Islamic Education in Senegal 

Dr. M. BA Mor 

Geneva University - Switzerland 

 
 
COFFEA BREAK: 15.40-16.00 
 
 
SESSION IV: 16.00-17.20 

Religious Education in Central Asian Turkish States 

Chairman: Prof. Dr. Hayati Hökelekli, Uludağ University - Turkey 

Azerbaijan Religious Education Today in Azerbaijan 

Dr. Elsavar Samadov 

National Academy of Sciences - Azerbaijan 

Kyrgyzstan Religious Education in Kyrgystan and It’s Problems 

Dr. Bakıt Murzaraimov 

State University of Oş - Kyrgyzstan 

Kazakistan Religious Education Today in Kazakistan 

Dr. Nurlan Mansurov 

Oturar University – Kazakistan 

 

18 NOVEMBER 2007 / Sunday 

Venue: Ensar Foundation Center for Values Education (Conference hall) 
Süleymaniye Cd. No: 11 Eminönü - İstanbul 

 
 
SESSION V: 09.30-11.30 

Teaching Islam in Schools in Western Europe 

Chairman: Prof. Dr. Cemal Tosun, Ankara University - Turkey 

Germany Teaching (About) Islam? Religious Education Between Consensus and 

Criticism 

Prof. Dr. Harry Harun Behr 

University Erlangen - Germany 

Austria Religious Education in Austria: Islamic Courses Between Tradition and 

Future 

Prof. Dr. Ednan Aslan 

Wien University - Austria 

UK Teaching About Islam in British Schools 

Prof. Dr. J. Mark Halstead 



University of Huddersfield - UK 

Sweden Battling over Religious Education, Ethics and Values in Education 

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Kerstiu von Brämssen 

Göteborg University - Sweden 

Netherlands Religious Education in the Netherlands -With Special References to 

Islamic Education- 

Assist. Prof. Dr. Özcan Hıdır 

Islamic University of Rotterdam - Netherlands 

 
COFFEE BREAK: 11.30-11.50 
 
 
SESSION VI: 11.50-13.30 

Teaching Islam in the Balkans 

Chairman: Prof. Dr. Suat Cebeci, Sakarya University - Turkey 

Bulgaria Religious Education System in Bulgaria 

Assoc. Prof. Dr. İbrahim Yalımov 

Institute of Islam – Bulgaria 

Greece Teaching Islam in Greece  

Prof. Dr. Georgios Tsiakalos 

Aristotle University of Thessaloniki - Greece 

Macedonia Educational System and Religious Education in Macedonia 

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Numan Y. Aruç 

MANU, Academy of Seciences and Arts - Macedonia 

Albania Teaching Islam in Albania 

Betim Truçi 

General Secretary of Presidency of Religious Affairs - Albania 

 
THE CLOSURE AND FINAL REMARKS 
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